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Jersey Junior Hockey – Development Squad

Joining Letter & Registration information 2011/2012

July 2011
Dear Parent, Carer or Guardian
Jersey Junior Hockey – Development Squad
The squad will be principally for boys entering school years 5, 6, 7 and 8 in September 2011.  Numbers may be restricted, subject to demand.
Primary preference for communication will be by e-mail and/or phone.  Details of officers of the Development Squad are below, and your details are requested in the Registration Form,
Plans for the 2011/2012 Season – further detail below against each plan
1. Training – weekly sessions throughout the season on a Tuesday evening (please note new times).  Date of first Tuesday session to be confirmed around the start of September.
2. Competitive matches – two teams will be run in the local League & Cup on Sundays
3. Ad Hoc training matches – usually on a Sunday morning, when other fixtures and pitches allow

4. U13 Interinsular(s) (in Jersey this season, probably at the end of February)

5. Trip to the UK (under consideration is entry to an U13 Festival, or a specific tour)

Further detail:
1
Training – please note new structure & times from last season
A coaching programme will be run outdoors on a Tuesday evening at Les Quennevais by qualified Hockey coaches.  Training will be from 18:30-20:30.  It is structured to an England Hockey curriculum and is designed to benefit players and the long term development of the island’s hockey infrastructure.  There are no sessions during half-terms or the Christmas holidays.
School Years 5 and 6

6.30 till 7.30

School Years 7 and 8

7.00 till 8.30

There may be individual players who will be invited to attend sessions outside of the age group splits above.
If severe inclement weather is forecast, training cancellation e-mails will be sent out in advance, in order to give as much notice as possible.  Text messaging of cancellations may also be used.
2
Competitive Matches
The Jersey Ladies Hockey Association operates a hockey Development Division (II), played between September and April.  Our Development Squad will likely enter two sides into the Development Division, which currently comprises our two boys’ teams and three or four girls/ladies teams.  Last season, our two Development Squad’s teams were called Eagles and Falcons.  After Christmas, the format changes to a Round Robin Cup to play for the Minor Cup.  The top two teams from the Round Robin matches play each other in the Minor Cup Final.
As the name suggests, the Development Division is to encourage the junior player or an enthusiastic adult not yet ready for senior hockey.
This will mean probably eight to ten league games before Christmas and a further eight to ten games in the Minor Cup in the New Year.  Because the opposition will usually be adult, these squads will primarily be made up of the older boys in the Squad.

There will also be some 7 a-side tournaments during the season aimed at the younger squad players, as well as our intention to continue the successful Deutsche Summer Mixed programme in May to July (there’s a separate Application Form, sent out in Jan/Feb).

Games are normally played on a Sunday either on the all weather pitch at Les Quennevais or Claremont Field (behind Victoria College).  Matches last 70 minutes (plus 5 minutes half time) and are scheduled from September to April.  Matches start at any of 10.00, 11.30, 13.00, 14.30 or 16.00.  The Fixture List will be available and distributed before the start of the season.
Match reports are submitted to the Hockey Media Officer, who sends them to the JEP.  The current League and Cup tables are updated and visible from the Jersey Hockey Association website – http://jerseyhockey.co.uk/.
Development Squad (Eagles & Falcons) selection policy

We are seeking to establish a squad of keen players who will be available regularly for selection.  For the League fixtures before Christmas, we intend to select two teams of roughly equal strength, whilst still allowing for fluidity between the teams.  After Christmas, in the lead up to the Interinsulars, we may switch the squads around to their likely teams for the Guernsey matches.
It is intended to select a squad of approx 13 boys for every 11 a-side match.  This is to allow boys to rest during games, rather than play the full 70 minutes, as well as to cover for injuries.  Having more than 13 boys means that too many are on the sidelines.  Those not selected will be given priority the following week where possible and if available.
We appreciate that your son may not be available for every game selected due to prior family commitments or other activities.  It will, however, be expected that if your child’s application to join the Development Squad is accepted that he makes a commitment to be available as often as possible for selection, especially if we have been unable to give someone else a place in the team.
Equally, we appreciate that your son’s school may have first call on his services over a weekend and there is the risk of over-exposure to exercise.  Only you as the parent know what commitments your son has and, therefore, it is important that you communicate any concerns you may have, if you feel your son is doing too much.
Consideration for selection for games on a Sunday will be given to those who regularly attend Training on Tuesdays and the ad hoc Sunday sessions.
We aim to send out an e-mail (to the addresses provided by you on the Registration Form) on either the Wednesday or Thursday before each Sunday fixture, which:

a) confirms the squad for that coming Sunday,

b) asks for a confirmation reply as soon as possible
Having accepted, if, at the last minute, your son cannot play after all, we will encourage you to contact the team manager/coaches as soon as possible, so that a replacement may be found.
3
Ad hoc training matches
Where possible and practical, usually on Sunday mornings, extra ad hoc sessions will be organised for those that wish to attend.
4
U13 Interinsulars
In February, the Squad will put out two teams to play against Guernsey U13s.  This season the matches will be in Jersey, and dates and other arrangements will be confirmed nearer the time.  Last year, in Guernsey, Jersey won the A game and lost the B game.
5
Trip to the UK
Under consideration is a trip away, to broaden the coaching, pitch surface and playing experience of the Squad.  If it is possible to organise, further communications will go out in plenty of time.
                               ------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Safety
Safety is very important as is ensuring that your son observes certain precautions.  The use of shin pads and a gum shield is mandatory.  Your son should also always respect the other players around him and recognise that misuse of a hockey stick and ball can cause injuries.

Insurance

Accidents and injuries can, and do, happen on the hockey pitch.  If your son unintentionally causes the accident or injury to another person then subject to the facts of the incident, there is cover under the Public Liability insurance taken out by the JHA on behalf of all its members.  This policy, however, does not cover personal injury to the injured party.

Jersey Pupils Personal Accident Policy – offered by the Trust Insurance Group.

Contact Luke Stoddart (tel 705405)  Web: http://thetrustgroup.co.uk/information/6/Schemes.htm
The JHA is aware of this policy, which is specific to Jersey schoolchildren, and covers personal health payments for accidents, not just from hockey.  The annual premium is around £12.  For all information, please visit the website and/or contact them directly.
Behaviour
Good behaviour is very important and as indicated above, can be linked to safety.  It is important that all players respect each other, their coaches and opponents, the club and match officials and all parents and spectators.   If we are not satisfied with your son’s behaviour we will discuss this with you but ultimately our sanction will be dismissal from the Squad without any refund.

Kit

The Hockey Development scheme will provide your son with a Squad Hoodie and socks to keep.

A match shirt for games on a Sunday will be provided and collected after the game.  You should supply your own hockey footwear (astro shoes / trainers), white shorts, hockey shin guards, mouth guard, hockey stick, left hand glove.  (Very popular are shin guards with ankle protection).
Boys should wear the official kit on match days.  Other kit may be worn on training days.

Squad Coaches
	Coach
	E-mail
	Mobile
	Qualification

	Mike Tait
	mptait@googlemail.com
mike.tait@jersey.com
	07797 718212
	Level 2

	Dominic Pallot
	dominic.pallot@barclayswealth.com
dominic.pallot@jerseymail.co.uk
	07797 725551
	Level 1

	Paul Le Bihan
	paul.lebihan@capita.je
	07797 711892
	Level 1

	Stuart Gower
	Stuart.Gower@swg.je
	07797 738207
	Level 1


The Development Squad organiser this year is Mike Tait.  Mike is a qualified Level 2 coach and has many years of hockey experience.  All of the other coaches have youngsters in the squad already and are keen to develop young hockey.

                                   --------------------------------------------------------------
Parents - What can you and your son expect from the Development Squad?
· A friendly welcome, an opportunity to meet new friends and play and improve their hockey

· Opportunities for your child to have fun and develop their skills as much as they want to

· A safe environment because your child’s welfare and safety is paramount
· Qualified coaches and responsible volunteers, with opportunities for you to get involved
· Relationships based on trust, honesty & respect, where your child is valued and listened to

· Members will recognise your child’s rights, whatever their age, gender, culture, ability, language, religious belief, racial origin, and/or sexual identity  

· Safeguarding & Protecting Young People & the Complaints Policies (available on request)
· Clear communication with you about your child, fixtures, training and events

· Appropriately trained and qualified coaches to work with young people
What does the Development Squad expect from your child?
There is a guide for young people which details expectations which include:

· Fair play 

· Listening to the coaches 

· Adherence to the young people’s code of conduct and behaviour

· Adherence to the rules of the game and rules of the Jersey Hockey Association
What does the Development Squad expect from you?...They expect you to….

· ensure that your child is dropped off and picked up promptly for matches and training
· ensure that your child has the relevant equipment: shin guards, mouth guard and water
· contact the organisers if you are running late to collect your child

· adhere to the rules of The Jersey Hockey Association

· adhere to the codes of conduct, in particular the Parents’ Code of Conduct

· accept guidance that coaches provide, and respect umpire’s decisions within matches

· use appropriate language at all times

· stay off the pitch during training and matches

· never force your child to participate

· provide emergency contact details and any relevant information about your child including medical history.

The Development Squad would like you to:
· become involved as much as possible  

· support the coaches by ensuring your child enjoys their hockey and plays within the rules
· encourage fair play

· encourage your child to recognise good performance, not just results

Please always check:
· Your youngster has the right equipment with them to play (they may not be allowed to participate if they don’t)
· Your youngster is dressed appropriately for the weather conditions

· The qualifications and experience of the coaches

· How are issues managed, e.g. bullying?

· The policy on recruitment and Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) checking adults working with young people

· Who should my child or I speak to if we have a concern?

Communication
Successful communication is two-way.  If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s participation in hockey, please talk to a qualified coach or organisation official.

What do I do if I am concerned about my child’s safety, wellbeing or behaviour?
· Each club/squad has a Welfare Officer.  Ask to speak with them with any concerns

· All concerns will be taken seriously and investigated

· All concerns will be treated in the strictest confidence, with only the people who can help the situation becoming involved if required

· See England Hockey guidance on “Dealing with the concerns of children, young people and parents”
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Registration and Subscription

If you wish your son to apply to join the Development Squad, then please complete the Registration Form and return it to Mike Tait at the following address:

Ti-Gout



La Grande Route du Mont à l’Abbé


St Helier ,JE2 4HA



Tel: 618360. 
Mobile: 07797 718212



Email: jerseyhockeydevelopment@gmail.com

Please include the relevant annual subscription as per the Registration Form (depending on whether you need a new Hoodie), payable to the ‘JHA Development Fund’.

The subscription covers his affiliation fee to the Jersey Hockey Association and all match and training fees.  It also includes, if previous Hoodies are too small, the purchase of a branded hooded training top to keep, which is subsidised by Jersey Hockey Development.
Mike Tait aka “Grey Eagle”
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